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Abstract
The digital era has significantly transformed children's patterns
of social interaction, as reflected in the decline of language
etiquette, the spread of harmful speech, and the increasing
prevalence of verbal bullying in online environments. This
phenomenon highlights the need to strengthen social manners
from an early age as a foundation for character formation and
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and content analysis, the study draws on The Clear Quran for Kids
as the primary source, supported by relevant literature on
children's exegesis, character education, and psychosocial
development. The data were analyzed through thematic
categorization and interpretive analysis. The findings indicate
that Khattab presents social manners through child-friendly and
contextual explanations that emphasize respect for authority,
ethical communication, information verification, respect for
privacy, brotherhood, tolerance, equality, and justice. These
values are closely aligned with Erik Erikson’s psychosocial stages
of initiative versus guilt and industry versus inferiority, contributing to
the development of responsibility, empathy, self-confidence, and
social awareness. This study demonstrates the potential of
contemporary children's exegesis as a strategic medium for
Quran-based character education in the digital age.
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INTRODUCTION

The study of Quranic exegesis continues to develop in response to changing
social contexts and the needs of Muslim communities across different periods. Since
the time of Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him), who served as the first
interpreter of the Quran, the exegetical tradition has evolved through successive
generations of Companions, Followers, and contemporary exegetes, who have
introduced diverse methods, approaches, and interpretive orientations in response
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to the challenges of their respective eras (Zulkarnaini, 2022). This dynamic
development demonstrates that the Quran is characterized by the principle of salib /i
kulli zaman wa makan, meaning that it remains relevant across different times and
places. Within this framework, Quranic exegesis aims not only to explain the textual
meanings of verses but also to explore moral and social values that can be applied to
modern society (Yuliya, 2020).

This development has also led to the diversification of target audiences for
Quranic exegesis. Whereas earlier exegetical works were primarily intended for
academics, students of Islamic boarding schools, and adult learners, contemporary
efforts have increasingly focused on producing exegesis specifically designed for
children. The emergence of children’s exegesis reflects a growing awareness that
introducing the Quran at an early age requires more than teaching children to read its
text; it also involves helping them understand its meanings in ways that correspond
to their cognitive development (Akhmar et al., 2021; Schunk & DiBenedetto, 2020).
Through simple, communicative, and child-oriented approaches, children’s exegesis
serves as a medium for internalizing Islamic values and fostering Quranic character
from an early age.

The importance of children’s exegesis has become increasingly evident in the
digital era. Children today grow up in environments heavily influenced by social
media, the internet, and various digital platforms. On the one hand, technological
developments provide broader access to information and learning resources. On the
other hand, exposure to negative content, hate speech, offensive language, and
aggressive behavior in digital spaces can influence children’s character and social
behavior (Alan et al., 2023). Beyens et al (2022) found that uncontrolled social media
use contributes to deviant behavior, cyberbullying, reduced social concern, and
weakened social interaction skills among children. These conditions highlight the
urgent need for social etiquette education amid the digital cultural transformation
that shapes the identities of younger generations.

From an Islamic perspective, Surah Al-Hujurat is one of the chapters that
comprehensively presents principles of social etiquette. It teaches various forms of
social conduct, including respect for authority, information verification (Zabayyun),
prohibitions against mockery and verbal bullying, respect for privacy, the
strengthening of brotherhood, and the affirmation of equality and justice. These
values are highly relevant to the social challenges children face in the digital era.
Therefore, communicating the teachings of Surah Al-Hujurat to children requires an
approach that is not merely normative but also communicative and appropriate to
their developmental needs.

One work that addresses this need is The Clear Quran for Kids by Mustafa
Khattab. This work was specifically developed for young readers using simple
language, engaging illustrations, and contextual explanations tailored to their level of
understanding The Clear Quran Series by Dr. Mustafa Khattab. Unlike many
conventional exegetical works primarily intended for adult readers, this work seeks to
translate Quranic teachings into forms that children can understand more easily
without compromising the substance of the values they convey. Another distinctive
feature is the involvement of children in the editorial process, which places particular
emphasis on readability and suitability for young audiences.

Previous studies have examined children’s Quranic exegesis from various
perspectives. Prasetiawati (2017) investigated the methodological characteristics of
Quranic exegesis for children. Nashiruddin et al (2023) examined visual reception in
Juz Amma for Kids. Saifunnuha & Hasan (2022) analyzed the methodology of
children’s exegesis in Indonesia through Jugz ‘Amma for Kids. Mulyani et al (2018)
discussed Quranic literacy for early childhood through storytelling techniques.
Engkizar et al (2020) examined the implementation of politeness in character
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formation among elementary school students. Kartikaningrum et al (2023)
investigated the influence of negative social media content on children’s aggressive
behavior, while Ramadhani & Sari (2022) examined the effects of social media on
children’s moral values and social behavior. Mustafa et al (2026) discussed
methodological developments in contemporary Quranic exegesis, whereas Faridah,
(2018) explored the value of tolerance in social life. Nevertheless, research
specifically examining the construction of social etiquette in The Clear Quran for Kids
through an analysis of its interpretation of Surah Al-Hujurat and relating it to
children’s psychosocial development remains limited.

Previous studies have generally focused on the methodology of children’s
exegesis, visual representation, Quranic literacy, character education, or the effects of
digital media on children’s behavior. However, no study has been identified that
specifically analyzes how Mustafa Khattab constructs social etiquette values in his
interpretation of Surah Al-Hujurat in The Clear Quran for Kids and examines the
relevance of these values to children’s psychosocial development. This reveals a gap
between the growing need for social etiquette education in the digital era and the
limited research on the representation of these values in contemporary children’s
exegesis.

The novelty of this article lies in its integrative analysis of children’s Quranic
exegesis and Erik Erikson’s theory of psychosocial development. Unlike previous
studies that have primarily focused on methodology, visualization, or Quranic
literacy, this article explores the construction of social etiquette in The Clear Quran for
Kids through its interpretation of Surah Al-Hujurat, verses 1-13, and examines the
relevance of these values to children’s psychosocial development. Accordingly, this
article offers a new perspective by bringing together the study of children’s exegesis,
character education, and developmental psychology within a unified analytical
framework.

This article contributes to the development of research on children’s Quranic
exegesis, a field that remains relatively underexplored in contemporary Quranic
studies. Theoretically, this research enriches discussions of exegesis as a medium for
transmitting social and moral values to children. Practically, its findings may serve as
a reference for parents, educators, curriculum developers, and Islamic education
practitioners in designing character education strategies grounded in Quranic values.
Amid growing social challenges in the digital era, the internalization of social
etiquette through children’s exegesis is expected to support the development of a
generation characterized by strong moral values, empathy, and social awareness.

METHODS

This article employs a qualitative approach using content analysis to examine
the construction of social etiquette in contemporary Quranic interpretation for
children. The qualitative approach was selected because it enables an in-depth
understanding of the meanings, values, and messages embedded in the text, while
content analysis is used to identify, categorize, and interpret themes of social
etiquette in Musthafa Khattab’s interpretation of Surah Al-Hujurat, verses 1-13, in
The Clear Quran for Kids. This approach is considered appropriate because the
object of study is a written document that requires interpretive reading to uncover its
underlying meanings (Engkizar et al., 2025; Rohman et al., 2023; Saudiah et al., 2024).
Method and Design

This article adopts a qualitative approach using content analysis as its research
design. Content analysis is a method used to systematically and objectively identify
patterns, themes, and meanings within a text (Muchlis et al., 2021). The selection of
this method is based on the article’s aim to explore Musthata Khattab’s perspective
on social etiquette in Quranic interpretation for children and to interpret the
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relevance of these values to children’s psychosocial development through Erik
Erikson’s theoretical framework (Muchlis et al., 2021).
Data Sources

The data sources consist of primary and secondary data. The primary data are
drawn from Musthafa Khattab’s The Clear Quran for Kids, particularly his
interpretation of Surah Al-Hujurat, verses 1-13. This source was selected because it
represents a contemporary work of Quranic interpretation specifically designed for
child readers. The secondary data comprise books, journal articles, conference
proceedings, undergraduate theses, and other academic sources related to Quranic
interpretation for children, character education, social etiquette in Islam, and Erik
Erikson’s theory of psychosocial development. Secondary sources are used to
strengthen the theoretical foundation and broaden the analytical perspective
(Hashimov, 2015; Pertiwi et al., 2021).
Data Collection Techniques

Data were collected through documentation by reading, identifying, recording,
and classifying information related to social etiquette in the interpretive text.
Documentation was selected because all research data consist of written sources,
allowing information to be systematically retrieved and recorded in accordance with
the research focus (Qureshi, 2022). Through this technique, all information relevant
to the concept of social etiquette was collected and organized into predetermined
analytical categories.
Instrument

The primary research instrument is the author, who serves as the human
instrument responsible for data collection, selection, categorization, interpretation,
and analysis. In qualitative research, the researcher functions as the primary
instrument because of their ability to understand context, interpret meaning, and
connect data with the conceptual framework employed (Kocaman, 2024). Data
interpretation is guided by the concept of social etiquette in Islam and Erik Erikson’s
theory of psychosocial development, which serve as the principal analytical
frameworks.
Data Analysis Techniques

Data analysis was conducted through several stages: data reduction, thematic
categorization, interpretation, and conclusion drawing. Data reduction involved
selecting information related to social etiquette in the interpretation of Surah Al-
Hujurat, verses 1-13. The data were then classified into major themes, including
respect for authority, communication ethics, information verification (fabayyun),
respect for privacy, brotherhood, tolerance, equality, and justice. These themes were
subsequently analyzed to identify Musthafa Khattab’s perspective on teaching social
etiquette to children. Finally, the findings were examined in relation to Erikson’s
psychosocial theory, particularly the stages of zuitiative versus guilt and industry versus
inferiority, as these stages are relevant to the age range targeted by The Clear Quran for
Kids (Kara, 2023; Monaro et al., 2022).
Data Trustworthiness

Data trustworthiness was established through source triangulation by
comparing findings from the primary source with relevant secondary literature. This
technique was employed to assess data consistency and enhance the credibility of the
analytical findings (Peterson, 2019; Pohontsch, 2019; Robinson, 2023). In addition,
data interpretation was conducted iteratively through repeated, in-depth readings of
the interpretive text to ensure consistency among the data, thematic categories, and
conclusions.
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RESULT AND DISCUSSION
Characteristics of The Clear Quran for Kids

Teaching Quranic teachings to children requires an approach that takes their
cognitive, psychological, and social development into account. One work designed to
address these needs is The Clear Quran for Kids by Musthafa Khattab. This work not
only presents translations of the meanings of Quranic verses but also integrates
thematic explanations, stories related to the verses, moral messages, illustrations, and
educational activities to help children understand Quranic teachings in context. The
work consists of four volumes published by the Furqaan Institute of Quranic
Education. The first volume covers Surah Al-Fatihah through Surah At-Taubah, the
second covers Surah Yunus through Surah Al-Qasas, the third covers Surah Al-
Ankabut through Surah Al-Fath, and the fourth covers Surah Al-Hujurat through
Surah An-Nas. Each volume presents the Arabic text and English translation in
relatively simple language, accompanied by narratives, learning points, reflective
questions, quizzes, games, and puzzles (Islam et al., 2021; Mulyani et al., 2018).

One important characteristic of this work is its presentation of moral messages
through brief, memorable phrases and examples drawn from children's everyday
lives. Values such as respecting others, watching one's words, respecting privacy,
verifying information, resolving conflicts, and accepting differences are conveyed
through a combination of text and illustrations. These characteristics demonstrate an
effort to connect the understanding of Quranic verses with the development of
social manners in everyday life.

Musthafa Khattab's Interpretation of Surah Al-Hujurat, Verses 1-13

This analysis examines Musthafa Khattab's interpretation of Surah Al-Hujurat,
verses 1-13, in The Clear Quran for Kids. 1t identifies social manners values through
narratives associated with the verses, the selection of key phrases, moral
explanations, and illustrations that connect Quranic messages with children's social
experiences. The Arabic text and English translations of the verses are included to
clarify the textual foundations of the values examined.

Surah Al-Hujurat, Verse 1: Respecting Authority (Respect Authority)

(D ke o A By AT 14355 2ip A1 (o cip 10388 Y o 1 GG

Meaning: O you who believe! Do not put yourselves abead of Allah and His Messenger,

and fear Allah. Surely, Allah is All-Hearing, All-Knowing. (Surah Al-
Hujurat [49]: 1).

Surah Al-Hujurat, verse 1, teaches believers not to put themselves ahead of
Allah and His Messenger. Khattab explains this verse through an account of a
disagreement between Abu Bakr and Umar when the Prophet Muhammad was about
to appoint a leader for a delegation from the Banu Tamim tribe. Khattab recounts:

“One day, the Prophet was sitting with some of bis companions, including Abu Bakr and

Omar. When be asked who should be the leader of a group that was visiting from the tribe of

Bani Tamim, Abu Bakr suggested one person and Omar suggested another person. Then

Abu Bakr and Omar got into an argument and started to raise their voices. When this verse

was revealed, both promised the Prophet that they would respect his authority and speak

gently.”

This account illustrates that disagreements should be expressed with proper
manners and respect for the Prophet. Khattab summarizes the message of the verse
with the phrase “Respect Authority” (Khattab, 2019). In children's education, this value
can be introduced by encouraging children to respect their parents and teachers,
understand rules, and express their opinions politely. Thus, Khattab's interpretation
connects the verse with social ethics while emphasizing the importance of respectful
communication.
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Surah Al-Hujurat, Verses 2—3: Watching One's Words (Watch Your Tongue)
MQ\UMM)PJJSEJ\;d\j}%’}beﬁj\uyoyéra\\}ufyw Lg:L
Meaning: O you who believe! Do not raise your voices above the voice of the Pmp/ﬂez‘, nor

speak loudly to him as you do to one another, lest your deeds become worthless
u//yz'/e you are unaware.
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Meanjng: I/m’eed, those who lower their voices in the presence of the Messenger of Allah are
the ones whose hearts Allah has tested for righteousness. They will receive

Sforgiveness and a great reward. (Surah Al-Hujurat [49]: 2-3).

Surah Al-Hujurat, verses 2-3, emphasize the importance of lowering one's
voice when speaking to the Prophet. Khattab connects these verses with the story of
Thabit ibn Qays, a companion who had a hearing impairment and was accustomed
to speaking loudly. When the verses were revealed, Thabit feared that he might be
among those being reprimanded. The Prophet then reassured him and gave him glad
tidings of Paradise (KKhattab, 2019). This account highlights the importance of
considering a person's circumstances when evaluating their behavior. Khattab
summarizes the message of the verses with the phrase “Watch Your Tongue”. In
children's daily lives, this value can be practiced by using polite language, avoiding
hurtful remarks, listening to others, and refraining from shouting during
conversations. The message of these verses therefore serves as a guide to
communication ethics that can be practiced at home, at school, and among friends.
Surah Al-Hujurat, Verses 4-5: Respecting Privacy (Respect Privacy)

C Ol ¥ BT ot AT Ty o S0 201 G
Meaning: Indeed, most of those who call out to you, O Mubammad, from ountside your
private chambers do not understand.”
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Meaning: If only they had been patient until you came out to meet them, it wou/d have been

better for them. And Allah is All-Forgiving, Most Merciful.” (Surah Al-
Hujurat [49]: 4-5).

Surah Al-Hujurat, verses 4-5, reprimand those who call out to the Prophet
from outside his private chambers without considering the appropriate time and
manner. Khattab explains that a group of people from the Banu Tamim tribe arrived
while the Prophet was resting and called out to him loudly from outside. They should
have waited until the Prophet came out to meet them (Khattab, 2019).

Khattab summarizes the message of these verses with the phrase “Respect
Privacy”. This message teaches children to consider other people's comfort and
personal boundaries. Practical applications include knocking before entering a room,
asking permission before using another person's belongings, avoiding disturbing
someone who is resting, and waiting patiently when secking another person's
attention. Through this account, privacy is introduced as an aspect of social manners
and respect for the needs of others.

Surah Al-Hujurat, Verses 6—8: Verifying Information (Check Information)

O G 25 U e T sl g i o 208 15 5 820 o) e T SR
Meaning: O you who believe! If a disobedient person brings you any news, verify it, lest you
harm a peop/e mkﬂou/mg/y and then regret what you have done.
s 2
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?
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Meaning: And know that the Messenger of Allab is among you. If he were to obey you in
many matters, you would surely be in difficulty. But Allah has made faith beloved
to you and adorned it in your hearts, and He has made disbelief, wickedness, and
disobedience hateful to you. Such are those who follow the right path.

Meaning: This is a favor and blessing from Allah. And Allah is All-Knowing, All-Wise.

(Surah Al-Hujurat [49]: 6-8).

Surah Al-Hujurat, verses 6—8, emphasize the importance of verifying
information before taking action. Khattab explains these verses through the account
of Al-Walid ibn Ugbah, who was sent to collect zakat from the Banu Al-Mustaliq
tribe. Because of a previous dispute with the group, Al-Walid mistakenly perceived
their arrival in large numbers as a threat. He then reported his suspicion to the
Prophet, while representatives of the Banu Al-Mustaliq came to explain what had
actually happened (Khattab, 2019).

Khattab summarizes the message of the verses with the phrase “Check
Information” (Khattab, 2019). This phrase emphasizes the principle of zabayyun, which
involves verifying information before believing or sharing it. For children, this
principle is relevant to both face-to-face interactions and the use of the internet and
social media. Children should be encouraged to check information sources, avoid
making immediate accusations, and consider the consequences of spreading
unverified information. Thus, Khattab's interpretation connects the Quranic
principle with the development of critical thinking and social responsibility.

Surah Al-Hujurat, Verses 9-10: Maintaining Brotherhood and Resolving
Conflicts (Mushms Are One Big Famﬂy)

;&@w&\\}Lugg)}.)“J&WJ}\MQU&WWUW\M}AM&QWU&Q)
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Meaning: If two groups of believers fight, make peace between them. If one of them
transgresses against the other, fight against the transgressing group until it
returns to the command of Allab. 1f it returns, make peace between them with
Justice and act faz'r/ S We@, Allab loves those who act justly.”
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Meaning: The believers are but brothers, so mafke peace between your brothers and fear

Allah so that you may receive merey.” (Surah Al-Hujurat [49]: 9-10).

Surah Al-Hujurat, verses 9-10, teach the importance of reconciling conflicting
parties and resolving disputes fairly. Khattab illustrates this message through an
account of a dispute involving Abdullah ibn Ubayy ibn Salul and another Muslim.
The disagreement began with an insulting remark, which was answered with a similar
insult until the exchange escalated into a quarrel. The Prophet sought to stop the
conflict and reconcile the two parties (Khattab, 2019).

Khattab summarizes the message of these verses with the phrase “Muslims are
One Big Family” (Khattab, 2019). This expression emphasizes brotherhood and the
responsibility to maintain relationships among fellow Muslims. In children's
education, this value can be practiced by encouraging children to help one another,
apologize, forgive, and resolve disagreements peacefully.

Nevertheless, the message of brotherhood in these verses must be understood
alongside the principle of justice. Verse 9 commands believers to resolve conflicts
fairly, while verse 10 emphasizes the brotherhood of believers. Therefore, reconciling
people who are in conflict does not mean overlooking injustice; rather, it involves
helping them resolve their disagreements fairly and responsibly.
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Surah Al-Hujurat Verses 11-12: Respecting Others (Respect for All)

P
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Meaning: O you who believe! 1.et not one group ridicule another, for they may be better
than them. Nor should women ridicule other women, for they may be better than
them. Do not insult one another or call one another by offensive nicknames.
How evil it is to be called by an offensive name after having believed! Those who
do not repem‘ are the wrongdoers.”’
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Meaning: O you who believe! Avoid mmb suspicion, for some suspicion is sinful. Do not
spy on one another or backbite one another. Would any of you like to eat the flesh
of their dead brother? You wonld surely detest it. Fear Allah. Surely, Allabh is
Accepting of Repentance, Most Merciful.” (Surah Al-Hujurat [49]: 11-12).

Surah Al-Hujurat, verses 11-12, prohibit ridicule, insults, offensive nicknames,
unfounded suspicion, fault-finding, and backbiting. Khattab explains these verses
through the story of Thabit ibn Qays, who became angry when someone occupied
his seat. In his anger, Thabit made a derogatory remark about the other person's
mother. Khattab uses this account to demonstrate that disappointment does not
justify insulting others (Khattab, 2019).

Khattab also includes a story about Prophet Isa (Jesus) that illustrates a
positive way of evaluating others. When his followers criticized a dead dog because
of its smell and appearance, Prophet Isa instead drew attention to its beautiful teeth
(Khattab, 2019). This story reinforces the message that people should not focus
solely on others' shortcomings but should also learn to recognize positive qualities
and speak considerately.

OB mom dad & 3 othen - ! e
€ You look like TWINS!!! XD @

@ You're so FAT just like the monkey! ‘
@ Which one of you is Hassan? & |

Fig 1. Illustration of bullying and appearance-based insults on social media

Figure 1 depicts a child named Hassan who uploads a photograph taken during
a visit to the zoo. The post receives comments mocking his appearance and body
shape. This illustration connects the message of Surah Al-Hujurat, verses 11-12, with
cyberbullying. It shows that humiliation does not occur only in face-to-face
communication but can also take place through comments on social media.

Khattab summarizes the message of these verses with the phrase ‘Respect for
Al (Khattab, 2019). This value emphasizes respect for every person's dignity and
the rejection of degrading behavior. In educational settings, the message can be
applied by encouraging polite language, respect for physical and social differences,
and the prevention of bullying, both offline and online. Khattab's narratives and
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illustrations help connect the Quranic prohibitions with social issues that children
can recognize.
Surah Al-Hujurat, Verse 13: Equality (Equality)

e 1 By o T G 1T B b s u Kl ol 3 s Kl ) 00 R
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Meaning: O humanity! Indeed, We created you from a male and a female and made you
into peoples and tribes so that you may know one another. Surely, the most
honored of you in the sight of Allah is the most righteous among you. Indeed,
Allah is All-Knowing, All-Aware.” (Surah Al-Hujurat [49]: 13).

Surah Al-Hujurat, verse 13, explains that humanity was created as different
nations and tribes so that people may come to know one another, while the most
honored in the sight of Allah are those who are most righteous. Khattab connects
this verse with the story of Bilal, a companion whom the Prophet instructed to call
the adhan from atop the Kaaba following the conquest of Mecca. Khattab recounts
that some people made racist remarks that belittled Bilal because of his skin color
and background (Khattab, 2019).

This account illustrates that skin color, ancestry, and social status are not
measuring of human worth. Khattab also connects the message of the verse with
respect for women's rights and dignity, including their rights to education, property
ownership, and participation in social life (Khattab, 2019).

Fig 2. Illustration of equality and respect for differences

Figure 2 depicts children with different skin colors and physical conditions
interacting with one another. One illustration shows a dark-skinned child shaking
hands with a light-skinned child who uses a wheelchair. Another shows gitls from
different cultural backgrounds shaking hands. These representations suggest that
physical and cultural differences should not prevent people from building social
relationships.

Khattab summarizes the message of the verse with the keyword “Eguality”
(Khattab, 2019). This value teaches that differences in skin color, ethnicity,
nationality, and physical condition should not be grounds for belittling or excluding
others. By combining the story of Bilal with illustrations of diversity, Khattab
connects the Quranic principle of equality with social experiences that children can
understand.

Synthesis of the Interpretation of Surah Al-Hujurat, Verses 1-13

The analysis shows that Khattab communicates the messages of Surah Al-
Hujurat, verses 1-13, through a combination of narratives, keywords, moral
explanations, and everyday examples. Seven prominent social manners values are
identified: respecting authority (respect authority), watching one's words (watch your
tongue), respecting privacy (respect privacy), verifying information (check information),
maintaining brotherhood and resolving conflicts (Muslims are one big family), respecting
others (respect for all), and equality (equality) (Ghozali & Zamroni, 2022; Islami &
Rohita, 2022; Mabruri & Shanie, 2025; Rizki, 2022). These seven values are
interconnected in the development of social behavior. Respect for authority and
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control over one's speech provide a foundation for polite communication. Respect
for privacy and caution in receiving information help children understand social
boundaries and responsibility for their actions. Meanwhile, brotherhood, respect for
others, and equality emphasize the importance of maintaining social relationships
without degrading others. These findings demonstrate the educational potential of
The Clear Quran for Kids in connecting Quranic understanding with the development
of social manners (Nashiruddin et al., 2023; Nurazizah et al., 2022; Saifunnuha &
Hasan, 2022). However, this textual analysis does not establish that using this
interpretation directly improves children's social behavior. Its influence on
educational practice requires further investigation through classroom observations or
studies involving educators and students.

Analysis from the Perspective of Erik Erikson's Psychosocial Theory

Erik Erikson's psychosocial development theory is used to examine the
conceptual relevance of the social manner’s values in The Clear Quran for Kids to
children's social development. The discussion focuses on the stages of initiative versus
guilt and industry versus inferiority. These stages provide a conceptual framework for
understanding how the social values presented in the interpretation may inform
learning activities that take children's developmental needs into account.

Social Manners Values and the Initiative versus Guilt Stage

During the znitiative versus guilt stage, children begin to demonstrate initiative
through activities, questions, simple decision-making, and interactions with their
surroundings. They need opportunities to express themselves, together with guidance
that helps them act responsibly. The value of respect authority in Surah Al-Hujurat,
verse 1, can be used to guide children in respecting parents, teachers, and rules
without eliminating opportunities to ask questions or express opinions. Meanwhile,
watch your tongue in verses 2-3 is relevant to developing polite communication,
controlling one's speech, and showing consideration for others (Ananda & Marno,
2023; Denham et al., 2003; Prasetiawati, 2017).

The value of respect privacy in verses 4-5 helps children recognize personal
boundaries and consider other people's circumstances. Similarly, check information in
verses 6—8 can be used to encourage children to verify information before believing it
or acting on it. The value of brotherhood in verses 9-10 is also relevant because
children begin to learn how to deal with differences in preferences and
disagreements. Through lessons on reconciliation, children can be introduced to
dialogue, apologizing, and efforts to repair relationships (Faridah, 2018; Mabruri &
Shanie, 2025; Nurdin, 2015). Thus, the social values presented in Khattab's
interpretation can serve as educational material for fostering social initiative
accompanied by self-regulation and responsibility. This relevance is conceptual; its
practical application depends on teacher guidance, the learning environment, and
children's social experiences.

Social Manners Values and the Industry versus Inferiority Stage

During the industry versus inferiority stage, children begin to develop a sense of
competence through learning activities, task completion, achievement, and social
interaction. Experiences involving recognition, overcoming challenges, and
cooperation can support their sense of capability. Conversely, experiences of
humiliation or a lack of support may undermine their confidence in their abilities.
The values of respect anthority and watch your tongue can be applied in learning activities
by encouraging children to listen to teachers, express their opinions politely, and
appreciate their classmates' contributions (Alimudin, 2022; Nurjanah et al., 2021).
The value of check information can be developed through activities that involve
checking sources, asking questions, and discussing information using clear reasoning.

Meanwhile, the message Muslims are one big family can provide a basis for
cooperation and the fair resolution of disagreements. The values of respect for all and
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equality are also relevant to preventing ridicule, bullying, and discrimination that may
hinder children's participation. A learning environment that respects differences
allows every child to participate without fear of being belittled because of their
appearance, physical condition, or background. From Erikson's perspective, these
values can inform the design of learning activities that encourage polite
communication, cooperation, appreciation of others' contributions, and constructive
conflict resolution (Andina et al., 2023; Fadhilah, 2021; Rezeki et al., 2024). Such
activities may support the development of a sense of competence, although their
effects need to be examined through empirical research.

Relevance to Children's Social Challenges

The values in Surah Al-Hujurat, verses 1-13, are also relevant to social
challenges faced by children, including verbal humiliation, bullying, the spread of
misinformation, and discrimination. These behaviors conflict with the messages of
verse 6 and verses 11-13. When repeated, degrading treatment may undermine
children's sense of safety, peer relationships, and willingness to participate in social
and academic activities. The social media illustration in The Clear Quran for Kids shows
how appearance-based ridicule can occur through digital comments. This illustration
extends the teaching of social manners from face-to-face communication to digital
spaces. Children can be guided to understand that responsibility in speech and
respect for others also apply when using social media.

The principle of tabayyun can also be developed into information literacy
activities involving source verification, evaluation of the accuracy of news, and
consideration of the consequences of sharing information (Astuti & Mustofa, 2020,
Mukhlis & Cahyadi, 2026; Susanto, 2020). The values of respect for all and equality can
be applied through discussions, inclusive group work, reflective activities, and
teachers' modeling of fair treatment toward every student. From a psychosocial
perspective, an environment that provides a sense of safety, opportunities to
participate, and recognition of children's efforts can support their social
development. Therefore, the values in Surah Al-Hujurat can serve as a normative
foundation for character education that takes children's social and psychological
needs into account.

Synthesis of the Psychosocial Analysis

The analysis based on Erik Erikson's psychosocial theory indicates that the
social manners values in Khattab's interpretation of Surah Al-Hujurat, verses 1-13,
are conceptually relevant to the stages of zuitiative versus guilt and industry versus inferiority
(Wijaya, 2022). In the first stage, these values can guide children's initiative toward
self-regulation, respect for others, and social responsibility. In the second stage, they
can inform learning experiences that encourage cooperation, a sense of competence,
and appreciation of diversity (Snow & Matthews, 2016). Overall, The Clear Quran for
Kids presents Quranic messages through simple language, contextual narratives,
keywords, and illustrations related to children's social concerns. This approach
provides educators with material for integrating Quranic learning with the
development of social manners.

Nevertheless, the relationship between the values presented in the
interpretation and children's psychosocial development in this study is conceptual
rather than a causal relationship established through empirical evidence. Further
research is needed to examine how these values are implemented in educational
settings and how children interpret them in their daily lives. Thus, integrating social
manners values with Erikson's psychosocial theory can provide a conceptual
foundation for developing Quranic education that focuses not only on textual
understanding but also on fostering polite, responsible, inclusive social behavior and
respect for human dignity.
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CONCLUSION

This article has explored Musthafa Khattab’s perspective on social manners in
contemporary children’s Qur’anic exegesis through his interpretation of Surat al-
Hujurat (1-13) in The Clear Qur'an for Kids. The analysis demonstrates that Khattab
constructs social manners through values such as respect for authority, ethical
communication, information verification (fabayyun), respect for privacy, brotherhood,
tolerance, equality, and justice. Presented through simple, contextual, and child-
friendly language, these values are designed to facilitate children’s understanding and
internalization of Qur’anic moral teachings. Furthermore, the findings indicate that
these values are closely aligned with Erik Erikson’s psychosocial stages of zuitiative
versus  guilt and industry versus inferiority, contributing to the development of
responsibility, self-confidence, empathy, cooperation, and social awareness.
Accordingly, The Clear Qur'an for Kids functions not only as a medium for
understanding the Qur’an but also as an instrument for character formation and
psychosocial development among children.

The novelty of this article lies in its integration of children’s Qur’anic exegesis
with Erikson’s psychosocial theory to examine the construction of social manners in
The Clear Quran for Kids, an aspect that has received limited scholarly attention in
contemporary Qur’anic studies. The findings enrich the growing field of children’s
tafsir studies by demonstrating how Qur’anic social values can be effectively
translated into educational messages that correspond to children’s developmental
needs. Practically, this article offers valuable insights for parents, educators,
curriculum developers, and Islamic educational institutions in designing Qur’an-
based character education programs responsive to the challenges of the digital age.
Future studies may extend this discussion by investigating the practical
implementation of these social values within family environments, schools, and
digital learning platforms.
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